
 



 Students enrolled in the district’s Virtual Academy should continue with their 
educational program. Their school calendar will remain unchanged. 

 All students K-12 – The district webpage at www.bmsd.org contains the link to 
the Khan Academy website www.khanacademy.org. This website is an excellent 
source of review and enrichment for all levels from Pre-Kindergarten through 
Advanced Placement courses. This site even has daily schedules that students can 
follow for full days of learning. 
 

We will be continuing to reach out to our students in the coming days to measure the available 

resources for learning. Plans for instruction will change from review and enrichment to the 

teaching of new curriculum in the coming weeks. This transition will occur after we are formally 

approved for our Flexible Instructional Plan and fully functional from a system perspective. 

Computer Deployment 

We have developed a schedule to deploy devices to students that need them. In addition, we 

are planning to work with families that do not have internet access. Please contact the school if 

you do not have internet access at your home. Please let us know when you schedule device 

pickup. The tentative schedule is as follows: 

Tuesday and Wednesday (March 31 and April 1): Students in grades 6-12 are able to schedule 

an appointment for device pickup. If your student needs to obtain books or materials from their 

locker, please contact their teacher or building principal. 

Thursday: April 2, 2020: Students in grades 3-5 will be scheduled. We recommend all students 

pick up the device they have been using. These individualized devices have been used by 

students throughout the year. 

Friday: April 3, 2020: Students in grades K-2 will be scheduled. 

Parents in need of devices for students may sign-up for an appointment with the BMSD IT team 
utilizing the link below: 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040844AAA72BA1FE3-bmms 
 
Please select either Computer Pickup A or B and submit the required information.  
 
Upon arrival, parents will need to sign a copy of the attached computer contract outlining the 
district's damage liability requirements.  
 
If you are unable to reserve a slot utilizing the link above you may contact Michelle Fix at (570) 
366-6585.  
 
Additional announcements and reminders about computer pickup will be forthcoming. 

http://www.bmsd.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040844AAA72BA1FE3-bmms


**** Please note: This schedule has been developed with the assumption that the closure will 

be extended due to the number of confirmed additional cases each day.  

What about students with individualized education plans? 

 If your child was evaluated by a psychologist or speech clinician, the evaluator will 
contact you during the closure and send the report to your attention. 

 If your son or daughter is scheduled to have an IEP meeting during the closure, your 
special education teacher will be contacting you to schedule a Virtual IEP meeting 
starting on March 31, 2020.  

 The special education teachers and therapists are working with their building teams to 
provide enrichment and resources to review concepts that have been taught to your 
child. You will receive information on how to access the resources by electronic and/or 
paper format.  

 If your son or daughter receives a service such as occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, or speech services; please note that the therapists are working together to 
develop a plan to implement therapy on a virtual platform. The therapists will be 
contacting you to plan for and implement virtual therapy sessions for your child. 

 The staff is working to provide planned instruction modules as well as adaptations, 
accommodations, and modifications to support your child on a virtual learning platform. 
Your child’s special education teacher will be contacting you when the platform is 
established. 
 

Commonly Asked Questions: 

The previously mentioned legislation does provide latitude regarding the number of required 

days and hour requirements, but it does not clarify any expected date schools should remain 

open to qualify for not being “penalized”. I assume that this lack of clarity is due to the 

unknown circumstances regarding the actual length of the state mandated closure. While the 

current closure order continues to April 6, 2020, it certainly looks like an extension to this 

closure is likely. Since the number of cases continues to rise significantly and additional 

counties are being given “stay at home” orders, the probability that we be open on April 7, 

2020 is low. Here are some commonly asked questions related to our closure: 

How many days will we make-up?  

At this point, we have been granted latitude in the mandatory number of days. We will 

continue to monitor the situation, follow guidelines provided to us by governmental agencies 

and determine those dates as soon as possible. 

When is our last school day? 

Much like the first question, we need to make this determination at a later date. At this point, 

we are not sure if and when we will return to normal operations. 

 



What about Graduation and the Prom? 

Personally, of all the many negative things that this closure has caused, I think the most 

negative affect has been is on our 12th graders’ senior year. Please know that we will do 

everything possible to safe guard these events. In addition, we also realize that some of our 

seniors have plans shortly after the original date of graduation. Students are going to the armed 

forces, military academies and post-secondary education endeavors. We will certainly consider 

these issues when finalizing schedules and school calendars moving forward. 

What happens if our state ends up like other states that have closed for the year? 

We will continue to conduct our flexible learning/continuity of education program. I certainly 

hope that this does not occur. 

When is the end of the third marking period? 

We will be closing the 3rd marking period shortly after our Flexible Instructional Program is fully 

functional. 

What about grades? 

At this point, students will need to arrange to submit/complete missing work. Individual 

arrangements should be made with the individual teacher.  

Why are meals not provided to all students during the closure? 

We applied for permission to provide lunches to all students. Unfortunately, the federal lunch 

program denied our request. Generally, schools that are not close to having 50% of their 

student body qualify for free and reduced lunch were denied. We are currently at 

approximately 35%. Governor Wolf asked the federal officials to reconsider this practice due to 

the number of parents that are now collecting unemployment. We will provide meals to all 

students desiring them if the federal government changes their current stance.  

 

Again, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at dhhelsel@bmsd.org if 

you have any questions. We will continue to update all our stakeholders as appropriate. Thank 

you for your cooperation during this very trying time. 

 

Sincerely, 

David H. Helsel 
Superintendent 

mailto:dhhelsel@bmsd.org
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